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INFORMATION 


Wednesday, November 13, 1968 
4:08 p.m. 


Mr, President: 


This text of Saigon* s Ministe r 
of Information*s press conference on 
the Clifford statement may interest 
you in general; but paragraph 15 
(marked in red) will certainly 
interest you. 


W. W. Rostow 


Saigon 42588 
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CINCPAC FOR POLAD 
PARIS FOR VN MISSION 


SUBJ: MININFO PRESS CONFERENCE ON CLIFFORD STATEMENT 



MISTER OF INFORMATION TON THAT THIEN 
HE FOREIGN PRESS FOR THE SPECIFIC 


1, AFTERNOON OF N0VEM3ER 
HELD A PRESS CONFERENCE F 
PURPOSE 

OF DENYING CERTAIN STATEMENTS BY SECRETARY CLIFFORD. CA PRESS 

ESE PRESS WAS HELD IN THE MORNING WHICH 
AS SIMILAR ON ALL IMPORTANT POINTS.) 

•“o'" — ' —^*'» —■ 

2. THIEN OPENED 3Y SAYING HE HAD CONVENED THE PRESS CONFERENCE TO 
COMMENT ON T'HE REMARKS OF SECRETARY CLIFFORD AS TO WHAT 
PRESIDENT THIEU HAD SAID AND NOT SAID, ESPECIALLY THE STATEMENT 
THAT PRESIDENT THIEU HAD MADE A PROMISE AND THEN GONE SACK 
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ON HIS WORD. THIEN EXPRESSED GREAT REGRET THAT IT WAS 
NECESSARY FOR A?J OFFICIAL OF THE GVN TO SPEAK PUBLICLY ON SUCH 
A MATTER BUT SAID THERE WAS NO ALTERNATIVE BECAUSE A HIGH 
OFFICIAL OF THE USG HAD MADE SUCH A STATEMENT. 

3. THIEN AFFIRMED THAT "AT HO STAGE, AT HO TIME, WITH HO OHE, HAD 
PRESIDENT THIEU AGREED TO THE SO-CALLED TWO-SIDE, FOUR 
DELEGATION FORMULA." ^ '—-- 


4. THIEN THEN SAID ON OCTOBER ^AMB. BUNKER PRESENTED THIEU 

WITH A DRAFT COMMUNIQUE ON A BOMBING HALT. THIEU REFUSED TO SIGN • 

BECAUSE 

THE TWO-SIDES FORMULATION WAS NOT CLEAR. DISCUSSIONS 
CONTINUED UNTIL OCTOBER 31, WHEN PRESIDENT - JOHNSON DECIDED TO MAKE 
A UNILATERAL ANNOUNCEMENT. THIEN STATED "ON OCTOBER- 25, PRESIDENT 
THIEU ASKED BUNKER WHY IT WAS IMPOSSIBLE FOR YOU TO MODIFY 
■YOUR POSITION ON THIS FOUR-DELEGATION FORMULA, AND MR. BUNKER SAID 
THAT 

THE AMERICAN GOVERNMENT HAD ALREADY MADE A COMMITMENT FIVE MONTHS 
EARLIER (TO HANOI)". THIEN POINTED OUT THIS WAS ABOUT THE TIME OF 
THE HONOLULU CONFERENCE. IN CLOSING HIS OPENING REMARKS, THIEN SAID 
HE 

HOPED IT WOULD BE THE FIRST -AND LAST TIME IT WOULD BE NECESSARY TO 

take up such matters. 

5. THIEN WAS ASKED WHAT HAPPENS IF THE US GOES AHEAD WITH THE PARIS 
TALKS. HE REPLIED THAT THE US HAS BEEN TALKING FOR 5 MONTHS 
ALREADY, AND MAY CONTINUE IF IT SO DESIRES. HOWEVER, ANY 

RESULT AFFECTING THE FATE OR INTERESTS OF VM WOULD NOT BE 
BINDING ON VN. 

6. UNDER'QUESTIONING THIEN CONTINUED TO MAINTAIN FIRMLY THAT 
PRESIDENT THIEU HAD NEVER AGREED, EVEN TENTATIVELY, TO THE DRAFT 
COMMUNIQUE. HE SAID THAT IT WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN NECESSARY TO HAVE 
ALMOST DAILY MEETINGS IF THERE HAD BEEN AGREEMENT. 


7. ASKED WHETHER THE US PROPOSAL WAS NOT TWO-SIDED RATHER THAN 
FOUR-SIDED, THIEN RESPONDED THAT IT DID NOT MAKE CLEAR THAT 
THE NLF WOULD NOT BE A SEPARATE DELEGATION. HANOI-AND THE 
NLF WOULD CLAIM THE NLF WOULD BE THERE AS A SEPARATE DELEGATION 


8. IN RESPONSE TO QUESTIONS AE0U7 THE NATURE OF THE GUARANTEES 


UNCLASSIFIED 


ft 

* 

* • 

COPY L5J LIBRARY 

COPY LBJ LIBRARY 








rt 1 *if »t . 


% 


UNCLASSIFIED 

♦ 

PAGE 03 SAIGON 425S3 131529Z 

FR0M HA ‘ 101 F0R THE GVN TO PARTICIPATE, THIEN SAID THAT THERE 
MUST BE A STATEMENT OF HANOI ON PAPER. HE STATED THAT THERE 

MUST BE SOMETHING PUBLIC ON THE RECORD WHICH THE WHOLE WORLD CAN 
KNOW ABOUT. 

9. THIEN SPECIFICALLY DENIED, IN RESPONSE TO QUERIES, SECRETARY 

CLIFFORD» s STATEMENT THAT AT ONE POINT THE ONLY REASON FOR DELAY PUT 

FORWARD BY PRESIDENT THIEU WAS THE TIME NEEDED TO ASSEMBLE A 
DELEGATION. 

THIEN SAID THIS WAS ONLY ONE OF MANY REASONS. ACCORDING 
TO THIEN, IT WOULD BE A WASTE OF TIME AND MONEY, AND ONLY RAISE 
FALSE HOPES, IF A DELEGATION WENT TO PARIS BEFORE PRECISE 
ARRANGEMENTS HAD BEEN AGREED. 

10. REPEATED QUESTIONS AMD ANSWERS MADE CLEAR THE USUAL GVM POSITION 
ON THE PARTICIPATION OF THE HLF: AS MANY REPRESENTATIVES OF 

THE NLF AS HANOI WANTS CAN BE PRESENT, AMD THEY CAM SIT 
ANYWHERE, BUT THEY MANY NOT CALL THEMSELVES REPRESENTATIVES 
OF THE NLF OR SVN WILL WALK OUT. 

11. IN REPLY TO A QUESTION AS TO WHETHER THE US IS ACTING IN BAD 
FAlTH, THIEN SAID SOME THINK SO BUT HE DOESN'T, AND PREFERS' 

TO CONSIDER IT A MISUNDERSTANDING. 

12. THIE.M AVOIDED A DIRECT REPLY TO A QUESTION AS TO- WHETHER 

US ACTIONS WERE RELATED TO THE US ELECTIONS. 

• ** 

13. ASKED WHAT SVN WILL DO IF THE US NEGOTIATES A MILITARY 
WITHDRAWAL WITH HANOI AND LEAVES SVN. THIEN REPLIED THAT THE US 

IS INDEPENDENT AND CAN DO AS IT LIKES. HE SAID "SOME SAY WE CAN’T WIN 
THE WAR WITHOUT THE US, BUT IT IS ALSO TRUE THE US CANNOT WIN THE WAR 
WITHOUT US." HE ADDED THAT THIS REASG.N IMG ALSO APPLIES 
TO PEACE. 

14. QUERIED AS TO WHETHER HE EXPECTED ttbjRE SUPPORT FOR THE 

GVM FROM NIXON, THIEN REPLIED TASK HIM"/_^ 

15. ASKED WHETHER NIXON HAD ENCOtlSASED THE GVM TO DELAY 

AGREEMENT WITH THE US, THIEN REPLIED THAT, WHILE THERE MAY HAVE i 
D?r '' ---OF THE SVN 

NIXON WOULD 


oc. 
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EMBASSY IN WASHINGTON, A PERSON OF THE CALIBER OF 
{ NOT DO SUCH A THING. 
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BUNKER 
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